Child Protection Policy

(For the purpose of this document a child is defined as person between the ages of 0-18.  An adult is any person over the age of 18)

1. No adult shall be alone with a child in a room with a closed door.

2.  Adults will not hit, shake or verbally demean a child as a means of discipline.

3.  Two adult individuals not married to each other will supervise every children’s and every youth event.  If two adult individuals not married to each other are not available to supervise an event, that event must be canceled.  

4. We have an open access policy.  Parents are welcome to observe any activity at any time without prior notice.

5. These rules will be posted prominently in all rooms where children’s programs occur.  Parents will receive a copy of this policy when registering a child.

6. Violence by a child toward another child or adult leader will not be tolerated.  Children who are repeatedly violent must attend all events with a parent or legal guardian for a period of time to be determined by the program leader in consultation with the parents.

7. No child or group of children shall be left unsupervised for any period of time.  This includes children whose parents may be late picking them up from events.

8. All drivers for church events will be over the age of 25 with a good driving record.

9. Children and adults will wear seatbelts at all times in moving vehicles.

10. Children and youth programs will not include ‘speed-eating’ games.

11.  All adult leaders and volunteers of youth and children’s programs shall be interviewed by a pastor, give permission for a criminal record check, complete a Leader / Volunteer Application Form (FORM B), provide references, and review and sign this Child Protection Policy.  In addition, adult leaders will also have to review and sign the Child Protection Manual and have a minimum of six months membership at Cook’s Church.  All references will be checked by a member of Cook’s Christian Education Ministry.

12.  There shall be no sexual contact (physical or verbal) between adult volunteers and children.  Adult volunteers must monitor all physical contact with children.  Acceptable physical contact includes (but is not limited to): handshakes, brief hugs, gentle pat on the back/shoulder/head, firm physical restraint when it is necessary to prevent injury to the child.  Unacceptable contact includes (but is not limited to) kissing, extended hugs, contact with genitals or chest, hitting, shaking, pinching, wrestling or provocative dancing.

13.  Anyone suspecting physical or sexual abuse of a child shall report those suspicions to a pastor.  The parents of children involved will be contacted immediately.  There will be no additional communication regarding the alleged incident until an investigation is completed.  Incidents of abuse will be reported to secular child protection agencies at the discretion of the pastors in consultation with Cook’s Personnel Ministry.

14.  Adult volunteers may not help bathroom children over the age of seven.  Children between the ages of five and seven must be helped by an adult of the same gender.  Children under the age of five may be helped by an adult volunteer of either gender.  The doors to the restrooms must remain open at all times while an adult volunteer is assisting a child.

15.  All diaper changes must occur at a diaper changing station.  Adult volunteers may not change diapers unless another unrelated adult is in the room.

16.  Children may not leave church events in a vehicle driven by someone under the age of 21 without express written or verbal permission from a parent or guardian.

17.  No child or youth may attend an overnight off-campus church event without a previous meeting with the adult volunteer leader.  Male and female participants will have distinct sleeping areas.

18.  No one shall participate in a church function while under the influence of illegal drugs or alcohol. Weapons are prohibited.

Signature:   _______________________________________________________  Date: _______________________________

